
Bricycles News - 1st November 2023 
 
Dear Member, 

  
There's a fair bit in this, our final newsletter of 2023. It's somewhat Council-centric but it has 
to be because they have so much influence on making the city safer for cycling. 
Here's what we've got for you today: 
 
📣 Two simple Calls to Action, so that legal steps progress unhindered 
⌨ A small report (with a video link) on a massive success - Kidical Mass 
👩 👩 👧 👦 Our AGM is your AGM - Zoom in at 6pm on Sunday 3rd December 
🛠 Fixing the damage to North Laine 
⁉ The Council answers a few of our questions 
🎇 Bonfire BikeTrain 
🤝 Meetings with three Councillors 
👁 What We're Watching 
🙌 You can help us 

  
And don't forget to tell friends, family and anyone wanting to make Brighton & Hove a better 
place for people on bikes to become a Bricycles member. 

Click here to email Bricycles  

Call to Action 
It's definitely a season of mellow fruitfulness because your responses to our Calls to Action 
have been fruitful. They have helped three really good things to happen. Thank you. 

• First, Kidical Mass succeeded beyond our wildest dreams (there's more about it 
below). 

• Secondly, a Whitehawk junction will be made safer (but your help is still needed to 
guarantee it). 

• Thirdly, the installation of secure and weatherproof on-street bicycle hangars has 
resumed. 

So please flex your keyboards to make progress on this month's Call to Action. 
  
1. Up the Junction 

The Whitehawk Junction improvement, including the 
modal filter for bicycles at Bristol Gardens, will go 
ahead following the Council's consultation, which 
received helpful comments from Bricycles members. 
But now there’s a Traffic Regulation Order you could 
respond to, which will help it over the final legal 
hurdle. 
We like the finished design because it eliminates the 
existing mini roundabout and motor vehicles should 
be slowed by the new pedestrian island and zebra 

crossing. Our only small quibble is that the plans show the five bike racks in Bristol Gardens 
to be evenly spaced whereas nowadays at least one gap is much wider so it can 



accommodate a cargo bike or a tricycle.  
That aside, please submit positive comments of support for TRO-45a-2023 and TRO-45b-
2023. You'll find them on this page now. Copy the reference numbers (TRO-45a-2023 and 
TRO-45b-2023) and paste them into your comment, saying you support them and why. The 
webform starts by asking for your postcode. (If you can't do it now, make sure to do it before 
the deadline of Friday 10th November) 

2. Two more School Streets 

Two brand new TROs will make it safer for children, families and staff to cycle, scoot and 
walk to and from Saltdean Primary and Fairlight Primary schools. As usual, they prohibit 
most motor vehicles from getting even close to the school gates at the start and end of the 
school day, leaving the road clearer of motor traffic and the air fresher. 
Submit your simple comments of support for TRO-39-2023 and for TRO-40-2023 on this 
page now and don't forget to include the relevant TRO reference number in your comment. 
As usual, the webform starts by asking for your postcode. 

 

 

3. Beryl BTN Bikes for Bevendean 

The Beryl BTN BikeShare scheme continues 
to expand into parts of the city it has never 
reached before. This includes Bevendean 
and it's interesting the Council has chosen to 
launch a public consultation about the new 
hub there, in Auckland Drive. We think it 
deserves to be supported so the local 
community can have more options to get 
about. The hub will be for a mix of pedal-
bikes and e-bikes. 
It's basically one question so please take 60 
seconds to enter positive and constructive 
comments. The consultation is here. Please 

complete it now (If you haven't got 60 seconds, please do it very soon - the deadline is 24th 
November). 
 

News 



 

Kidical Mass 

 

Kids and adults demand roads that are safe for cycling       Photo © Alex Bamford 2023 

Hundreds of cyclists of all ages took to the streets of Brighton & Hove on Saturday 23 
September in the city’s first major Kidical Mass bike ride. The event, part of a global 
campaign inspired by Critical Mass, calls for safe cycling infrastructure, especially for 
children and families. 

The ride was organised by Bricycles, Brighton Bike Hub, and Old Shoreham Road (OSR) 
Bike Train, with funding from The Big Bike Revival. 

You can watch the YouTube video here. Please share it and like it. 

We’re thrilled to bits because we had hoped for a hundred riders, so to get scores more than 
that number powerfully demonstrates how much people want safe routes for riding on 
bicycles, not just sitting inside cars. 

Almost half of the riders taking part were children, some pedalling their own bikes, others 
riding with friends and family on child seats, cargo bikes and trailers. 

Thirty volunteer marshals helped ensure the ride ran safely and smoothly. Some of these 
were professional Bikeability trainers, who teach safe cycling skills. 

The ride turned out to be one of the biggest such events in the UK outside London. Here, 
two feeder rides from The Level and Hove Park joined with more riders at the Peace Statue. 



The entire mass then looped around the heart of the city, and paused for a symbolic photo 
shoot outside Hove Town Hall, the seat of local government. The ride calls on Brighton & 
Hove City Council to reconsider its back-pedalling on safe new cycle routes, including those 
along the seafront. 

Did you attend Kidical Mass? If so, email us to let us know what you loved about it, 
and what we could do better next time.  

We'd like to publish your reviews in the press release for the next Kidical Mass ride so 
even more people join us next time. 

 

Click, watch, like & share! 

We are so grateful to our co-organisers Brighton BikeHub, Old Shoreham Road Bike Train, 
funders The Big Bike Revival, the ride marshalls, the volunteer photographers Alex 

Bamford, Nick Morgan and Natasa Leoni, videographer Mark Alcantara and every volunteer 
who made this lovely ride happen!  

Thank you all. 

 Annual Meneral Meeting 

🚲 We're looking forward to the Bricycles AGM 
which will be at 6pm on Sunday 3rd December. 
To make it easy for as many members as 
possible to attend, it's going to be on Zoom, just 
like last year.When you log on, please make sure 
your name is displayed and your camera is on so 
we can ensure that only members are online. 
Without those, you may be excluded. 

The Agenda is here and the draft minutesof the 
AGM 2022 are here. We hope to see you there 
for our round-up of the year!  

 



Repairing North Laine 

Gardner St - No Cycling 160 days a 
year 
 
Gardner Street is to be legally 
closed to cycling for the first time 
since the bicycle was invented. On 
160 days of the year it will impact 
the permeability of North Laine for 
people riding bikes. 
The network of safe cycling routes 
in North Laine was put in place in 
2012, including several cycle 
contraflows on one-way streets. 
The project is still publicised by the 
Dept for Transport as an example 
of good practice. 
But now the three day a week 

closure of Gardner Street tears a significant hole in the carefully designed network. On the 
remaining four days a week, people riding bicycles will have to share the street with motor 
vehicles, which wasn't the case before the Council decided to make cycling more difficult 
and hazardous. 
We believe it can be partially repaired if new cycle contraflows are added to the parallel 
streets either side, Tichborne Street and Regent Street. So we're asking the Council to fix 
the damage for people to be able to ride safely through North Laine every day of the year. 
  
  

 

We asked and the Council answered...a bit 

In September, Bricycles submitted a host of questions to the Council about funded projects 
designed to improve cycling. The replies from Council officers have helped us in our 
campaigning because now we have a better idea of their plans. 

It's still extremely frustrating that, six months after local elections, very little is happening on 
the ground and, while delays continue, inflation erodes the value of promised funding. We 
know that construction costs have already risen so that funds for the first phase of the A23 
Preston Road cycle scheme will only cover a small part of it, the southern end from Argyle 
Road to Stanford Avenue (see 'What We're Watching' below). 

We look forward to the next public meeting of the Transport & Sustainability Committee at 
4pm on Tuesday 5th December to find out if and when the other delayed projects will 
actually get going.  

Valley Gardens 3  
Q: What is the status of this and what, if anything, is holding up a decision? 
A: “The new Administration has requested that officers undertake a process of checks to 
ascertain the suitability of the proposed design to meet the range of stakeholders needs. 
This may result in some improvements to better the scheme whilst building on the outcomes 
from the substantive consultation process undertaken to date. This is ongoing and we will 



provide an update as soon as we are in a position to.” 
  
A259 Fourth Avenue to Hove Lagoon 
Q: Status update? 
A: “A review of the A259 corridor from the council’s western boundary to the marina is 
currently being carried out. On the section from Fourth Ave to Wharf Rd the review aims to 
see if it is possible to: 
-  deliver a segregated bi-directional route where eastbound and westbound routes do not 
split from each other. 
-  maintain two westbound traffic lanes, where possible 
-  deliver a scheme in adherence to LTN 1/20 and on the most direct route. 
By the end of autumn the review will have been completed. Recommendations will be 
brought to the Transport and Sustainability committee to decide on how best to proceed.” 

A259 Hove Lagoon to western border (and other [Active Travel Fund] tranche 4 
projects)  
Q: Why have these still not been announced, despite funding having been approved by 
Active Travel England in March 2023? 
A: “See response above…regarding A259 review.” 
[Note: This written response from Council officers didn't mention other projects for which an 
impressive total of £3 million was allocated to BHCC in March 2023 from Tranche 4 of the 
government's Active Travel Fund.  
At the time of writing, the Council has not said anything at all about what this huge sum is 
for. However, we understand the Council bid for the money to be spent on four specific 
projects. They are:  🚲  Improving walking and cycling infrastructure on the A259 Hove Lagoon to the city's 
western boundary 🚲

   A small but vital section of cycling infrastructure for Valley Gardens 3 🚲
  A feasibility study for improving cycling and walking infrastructure at Preston Circus 🚲
  A feasibility study for improving cycling on Lewes Road. 

As yet, we don't know how much of the £3 million has been awarded to each of these four 
projects, although the first one on the list is likely to have won the greatest amount because 
it's the biggest. We look forward to the Council sharing with the city how it will spend this 
significant amount of public money.] 

A259 Marine Parade 
Q: Funding was announced in May 2022 - what is the status? 
A: “See response above…regarding A259 review.” 

A23 Argyle Rd to South Rd [Preston Road][See 'What We're Watching' below] 
Q: Officers say this is delayed due to resources moving to the A259 redesign - what is the 
status of the delay to this funded project? 
A: “The A23 Active Travel Scheme Phase 1 has now completed detail design following a 
final round of stakeholder engagement earlier this year. The associated Traffic Regulation 
Order (TRO) was advertised in May 2023. The results of the TRO consultation, approval to 
proceed with the making of the TRO and procurement of a contractor and subsequent 
construction for this scheme will be sought at the next Transport and Sustainability 
committee.”  

  
 



Remember, remember, the 4th of November 

 

Join the annual mass cycle ride with music on Saturday 
4th November from Brighton to Lewes Bonfire Night 
celebrations.  

Assemble at The Level from 4.30pm for a 5pm departure, 
passing Moulsecoomb Library at 5.20pm and Sussex Uni 
around 5.30pm.  
 
Return ride from Lewes departing at midnight 

 

  
 

Sharing and Listening with Councillors 
 
Cllrs Muten & Sankey 
 
We were delighted to secure a meeting with Cllr Trevor Muten (Labour, chair of the 
Transport & Sustainability Committee) and Cllr Bella Sankey (Labour, Leader of the Council) 
to discuss the delayed scheme for Valley Gardens 3. It was an opportunity to understand 
more about Labour’s plans for active travel in the city and present some of Bricycles’ 
priorities. 

Our map of the current cycle lanes that meet modern 
standards was a really useful tool and seemed to hit 
home with Cllr Sankey. She could see that we need a 
network that is joined up and city wide. 
We were reassured that there is certainly no desire to 
scrap the schemes that have been paused and that 
there is a genuine desire from the Labour group to take 
the time to ‘get it right’. 
However, it is clear that progress will be far slower than 
we would like and that there is work to do on 
communicating why access to safe cycling is so 
important and the transformative effect it could have. 

Buses are currently a particular priority for the administration and they are looking at the 
proposed change to bus stop locations as part of 
their review of Valley Gardens 3. We need to 
show that access to both bus and bike travel are 
by no means incompatible. Both councillors 
seemed to appreciate our apolitical stance and 
desire for open discussion and compromise. 
 
Cllr Trevor Muten (Labour, Chair of the Transport 
& Sustainability Committee) 

Cllr Bella Sankey 
(Labour, Leader of the Council) 



 
Cllr Julie Cattell 
 
We also organised a meeting with Cllr Julie Cattell (Labour, Westbourne & Poets’ Corner) 
following comments on X (formerly Twitter) in which she showed a lack of understanding 
that implementing good cycling infrastructure is in fact an accessibility 
and equality issue. We thought it would be a good opportunity to tell her 
more about what Bricycles does.In a city where transport by private car 
is still prioritised, Bricycles campaigns for getting  
around the city by bike to be accessible to all. Cllr Cattell was very 
grateful for the meeting and for our open and apolitical approach. She 
apologised for the comments and we had a productive discussion about 
how we could work with the Labour group to better communicate what 
we do and ensure Bricycles is consulted as a key stakeholder in active 
travel schemes. We also learnt that, apparently, councillors will do 
anything for free cake! 

Cllr Julie Cattle (Labour, Westbourne & Poets’ Corner) 
 
 
 

What We're Watching 

The Council’s Transport and Sustainability Committee met on the 3rd October to discuss a 
few big issues that affect cyclists in the city. Bricycles kept an eye on it. 

1. Gardner Street - it will be closed to all vehicles every Friday, Saturday, Sunday and 
Bank Holiday (see Repairing North Laine above). 

2. Hanover & Tarner Liveable Neighbourhood - as expected, the cancellation of the 
project went ahead. The scheme is now limited to some junction design changes on 
Elm Grove. Bricycles asked the committee to ensure that the needs of people on 
bikes and future cycling provision on Elm Grove would be considered in any design 
process and we were told that would be the case. This is all the more important now 
that there will be no safe cycling provision through Hanover, as an alternative to the 
Elm Grove route. 

3. A23 Phase 1 - the A23 Phase 1 scheme was approved to progress, however the 
increase in construction costs has resulted in the budget now only covering ‘phase 
1a’. This is the section from Argyle Road to just north of the Stanford Avenue 
junction. The section from Stanford Avenue to Preston Manor has been approved, 
but there's no money to build it. Bricycles has made suggestions for improvements 
throughout the design process. There are still improvements that we would like to 
see but have been told that it's too late to make any further changes. We've been 
invited to a stakeholder meeting on 8th November to find out what will happen and 
when. 

4. School Streets - both the Westdene Primary and Hove Junior experimental school 
streets schemes were made permanent. The measures to increase walking and 
cycling to these schools will now continue. 

  



🫵🏾 Finally, we need a volunteer who's happy to meet the media on Bricycles' behalf and 
make the case for safer cycling in Brighton & Hove. So if you have experience in comms and 
PR, please let us know. 

See you at the AGM and don't forget to tell friends, family and anyone wanting to make 
Brighton & Hove a better place for people on bikes to become a Bricycles member. 

Thank you. And happy cycling! 

🚲🚲 The Bricycles Team 🚲🚲 
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